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Monday 23rd March 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,
You will have seen the message from the Prime Minister on Wednesday that schools in the
country will close to most families. We know that many of you are asking for information on
what that means for your children and how they will receive their education. We are now in a
position to give some clarity as to how we will move forwards.
Government guidance is for all children to be kept away from schools and early years settings
unless a parent meets one of the following criteria: •

•

That one of their parents is defined as a key worker according to government
guidance. Government guidance is also that parents who are defined as key workers
should only send their children to school if they do not have a safe alternative. The list
of those whose work is regarded as critical to the COVID-19 response can be found
here: www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintainingeducational-provision (published 19th March 2020)
That the child is classed as being ‘vulnerable’, including those who are supported by
social care, those with safeguarding and welfare needs, including child in need plans,
on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and
those with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP)

We appreciate the disruption that this will cause you. However, everyone has a role to play
in stopping the spread of the Coronavirus. The Government has stressed that schools and
early years settings have a key role to play, having kept them open as normal for as long as
was practicably possible.
There will be staff ensuring that our schools remain safe and functional. At Values
Academy, both Nuneaton and Birmingham, we will assess the situation every morning and a
decision will be made whether our provision meets the Health & Safety requirements to
remain open. You will be informed by text message/telephone call as soon as this decision is
made.
Every day, data will be collected in the morning so that we have a very clear picture of who is
in school and, if any child is not attending that should be, we need to know where they are.
That is obviously a critical piece of work if we are to safely track some of our most
vulnerable children
Values Academy
Values Academy Ltd (trading as Values Academy) is a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England
and Wales. Registered number 3618159. Registered office: As above. Registered Charity number 1131991.

That will be our starting point. As time passes and the situation evolves, the Local
Authorities will be scaling down the number of schools open and the transport network. As
this begins to take place, we will be communicating which schools will remain open as the
number of settings reduces. As time goes on it will be likely that many children who are
eligible to attend will be at a different location than their usual school.
For all parents and carers, we would also ask that you ensure that you follow government
guidance on hygiene as stringently as possible.
We understand how this will affect the children and you, as families, and while we
empathise, we have to be firm in the application of government guidelines if we are to keep
your children safe and help stop the spread of Coronavirus. Your essential co-operation is
appreciated.
May I also take this opportunity to remind you that the school will be closed for the Easter
holiday from Friday 3rd April and re-opens on Monday 20th April 2020.
Thank you for your support.
All good wishes,

Fiona Hims.
School Principal.
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